
Resolution of Concern 

Related to shifting the Veteran’s Tax Exemption 

From New York State onto Local School Districts 

 

WHEREAS, in December of 2013 New York State amended the real property tax law shifting 

the burden of setting veterans’ tax exemptions from the State onto the local school districts; and 

WHEREAS, while the Wheatland-Chili Central School District thanks and values the role of 

veterans in our community and their service to our nation, significant concerns remain with such 

legislation as it does not address or otherwise take into consideration key questions involving 

equity among various school districts, impacts on the community as a whole and the impact on 

non-veteran taxpayers; and 

WHEREAS, such legislation does not address or otherwise take into consideration that such a 

shifting of the burden of setting this exemption creates an information gap for the local school 

districts, as New York State data about veterans’ exemptions are recorded for counties, towns, 

villages, and cities but not school districts, whose boundaries often encompass portions of 

multiple municipalities; and 

WHEREAS, because of the aforementioned information gap school districts are not in a position 

to fully understand the financials impacts, including increase in tax rates, on non-veteran 

community members; and 

WHEREAS, if such exemptions are not equitable across school districts such may lead to 

property devaluation within particular communities; and  

WHEREAS, when such potential exemptions are considered in light of other recent tax 

restrictions placed on school district by New York State, such as the “Tax Cap,” questions 

remain of what impact such exemptions would have on the ability of schools to meet their duty 

to provide a free and appropriate education; and 

WHEREAS, such legislation would appear to have the unintended consequences of polarizing 

communities; and 

WHEREAS, such legislation would also appear to support the belief that veterans should be 

given different benefits for the same service based solely upon where they choose to live in New 

York State; now therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that for the reasons articulated above, the Wheatland-Chili Central School District 

calls upon the Governor, the NYS Senate and Assembly to enact legislation that would require 

the State of New York to accept its responsibility in setting such exemptions and not shift its 

responsibility onto local school districts; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that any such exemptions imposed by the State be equal across all communities as 

our veterans’ service should not be valued differently simply based upon the place they chose to 

live. 

  


